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Rising to the challenge

©CSO Forum ‘All Together Now’: Civil Society and
GAVI Partners RISE-up in cooperation
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Civil Society Call to Action at the GAVI Partner’s Forum 2012

We, the undersigned civil society organizationsl, are proud to be a key partner in the GAVI
Alliance’s achievements including the immunisation of an additional 350 million children,
prevention of 5.5 million deaths, and the protection of millions more.

As civil society, we reach the unreached, deliver vaccinations and care, generate demand,
mobilize resources for health and immunisation, and shape policies. Without our work,
GAV!I’s reach would be more limited, community demand for immunisation would be lower,
ﬁrants would be unsustainable, inequities of access would be more severe, and GAVI would

e unable to mobilize adequate resources for its important  work.

We would like to thank the GAVI Alliance for this important forum and we are proud to have
been fully active Eartners in its planning and execution. Further, we recognise that GAVI
Alliance partners have increased their acknowledgement of and support for civil society’s
role since the 2009 Partners’ Forum, including by establishing and funding the CSO Steering
Committee, and providing resources for country platforms. We welcome the decisions this
week to invest even more in civil society activities and support our shared immunisation
advocacy goals on equity, country ownership, full fundin% affordability and health systems
strengthening. Reflecting on our calls to action from the GAVI Partners Forum in 2009
however, it is clear that there is still progress to be made in making civil society an equal
partner in GAVI’s funding, strategy and governance.

We repeat our call from 2009 for GAV!I’s governance and procedures to be reconsidered and
adapted to follow the best practices established by other multilaterals. In particular, a
second board seat should be created for civil society on the GAVI alliance board. We
recognize that this is not a simple request and will involve changing the bylaws and other
governance structures. In short, it will be a lot of work. Together we have done much that is
difficult to achieve our shared mission and we believe, as we did in 2009, that more
equitable representation from civil society partners is worth this effort.

In addition, we call for governments to be required to consult with and fund civil society,
and include our work in their reports. In the next GAVI Alliance Business Plan there should
be an explicit articulation of how civil society contributes to each of GAVI's strategic
objectives. There must also be an increased direct budget allocation to civil society to
support our role in bridging the human resource gap, serving as watchdogs, reaching the
unreached and as advocates for equity and sustainability.

We have a clear understanding of the evidence on how equitable progress towards universal
coverage of immunisation can be achieved. We therefore call on the private sector to invest
in vaccines for low-income countries, support technology transfer to reduce prices, and
make their prices available to CSOs working in humanitarian and fragile zones.

We call on countries to recognise the universal right to health and ensure civil society has a
seat at and is a full implementing partner in every inter-agency coordination committee on
immunisation and health system platforms.

Finally, we call on GAVI and partners to make immunisation the flagship for equity and,
looking beyond the 2015Millennium development Goals, to begin working towards Universal
Health Coverage for the world’s poorest and most marginalised people.

Respecting and implementing this civil society call to action will ensure we reach our shared
mission to “save children’s lives and protect people’s health by increasing access to
immunisation in poor countries.”

1Civil society organisations (CSOs) includes g nment organisatit advocacy organisati a range of pr i and
community associations, faith-based organisations, and academia (http://www. ialliance.org/about/partners/cso/).
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©Building Resilience in Fragile States
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©Reaching the Unreached: Putting Equity at the
Heart of Immunization
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The New Vaccines: What Vaccines Could be Coming
Your Way in the Next 5-7 Years?
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