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The 4th Nutrition Awakening Seminar
“Sustainable Nutritional Improvement and the Responsibilities of the International

Community in Vulnerable Countries”

Record of Proceedings

Sugita, Miyu (Results Japan):

Now that it is time, we would now like to begin our 4th Nutrition Awakening Seminar.
We are connected to Anna Horner, WFP Director of Nutrition at the WFP. She will discuss
the “Sustainable Nutritional Improvement Methods and the Responsibilities of the
International Community in Vulnerable Countries,” moderated by Dr. Yasuhiro Suzuki, Vice-
President of the International University of Health and Welfare. Firstly, we would like to
welcome Eriko Imai, a member of the House of Councilors and the Executive Director of the

Parliamentary Group of International Maternal and Child Nutrition. Welcome, Ms. Imai.

Imai, Eriko (Executive Director of the Parliamentary Group of International Maternal and Child

Nutrition)

Good morning everyone, my name is Eriko Imai. I am a member of the House of
Councilors and Executive Director of the Parliamentary Group of International Maternal and
Child Nutrition. Thank you for attending today’s early morning seminar. Japan has one of the
healthiest and longest-living populations globally, thanks to a history of universal health
coverage achieved at an early stage. We also prioritize nutrition as a foundation for UHC.
Therefore, we believe Japan can play a crucial role in educating and promoting nutritional

improvement in vulnerable countries.

Among the five major themes introduced in the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth Summit
in December, the WFP will play a crucial role in finding countermeasures for malnutrition
within countries in vulnerable situations. I look forward to listening to Ms. Horner’s
presentation and exchanging ideas on the importance of supporting vulnerable countries and
Japan’s role, utilizing our knowledge in the field of nutrition. Therefore, we expect the
Japanese government to share its support financially, both domestically and internationally.

Finally, I would like to thank all who have participated in today’s Seminar.
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Sugita, Miyu (Results Japan):

Thank you, Ms. Imai. Next, [ would like to invite Prof. Inoguchi Kuniko, a member

of the House of Councilors, and Secretary-General of the WFP Parliamentary Group.

Inoguchi, Kuniko (Secretary-General of the WFP Parliamentary Group)

Good Morning! I'm Inoguchi Kuniko. I would like to thank the organizers of
Results Japan, Ms. Horner, and Dr. Suzuki.

I feel that the Nutrition for Growth Summit informs us of the importance of nutrition
and the fundamentals of the human body. This Seminar is organized every four years
alongside the Olympics and Paralympics. 1 believe that this emphasizes how important
nutrition plays in athletes competing on edge and achieving maximum potential from a young
age. We must expand human potential and outreach to those who are deprived of it. Therefore,
the leadership of Results Japan is vital in the process of preparation for this Summit. As many
of you may know, over 700 million, or 9.9% of the global population was malnourished as of
last year. Many people, including children, suffer from hunger. This 9.9% has exceeded 2019’s
8.4%, and it is said that the nutrition crisis is still prevalent. We, the WFP Parliamentary
Group, believe that a parliamentary federation is needed to tackle issues presented by the
United Nations. While events and educational study sessions have been held along with
budget acquisition, insufficient funding and minimal global recognition pose a significant
dilemma. In the field of food, the FAO of the UN works to resolve general food shortages. On
the other hand, the WFP works to act quickly in crisis and outreach humanitarian assistance.
Therefore, the WFP Parliamentary group contains many specialists in food, nutrition, and
humanitarian aid. Although, at the core is logistics. The enthusiasm, technical ability, action,
and sense of determination to assist no matter the terrain. In addition to the role that the WFP
plays in the UN, the WFP will always be willing to outreach to various places around the world
facing food shortages at all costs. This time, Ms. Yakiya of the WFP Tokyo office is here. Still,
since Japan is one of the significant funding countries with many supporters, our role as a
parliamentary group is to provide support to the field workers and volunteers putting their
lives on the line for the better of the world. Today, I would like to express my gratitude for

their work.

Sugita, Miyu (Results Japan):

Thank you, Prof. Inoguchi. Next, I would like to invite today’s moderator, Dr. Suzuki.
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Suzuki, Yasuhiro (the Vice-president of International University of Health and Welfare):

Good morning everyone, thank you for attending early in the morning. My name is
Yasuhiro Suzuki, and I am the Vice-president of the International University of Health and
Welfare. Firstly, I would like to thank Ms. Shirasu of Results Japan for her guidance. Currently,
with the effects of COVID-19, the wealth gap has dramatically widened, and the hungry
population has increased, with the most vulnerable people suffering the most. I was a Chief
Medical and Global Health Officer at the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare until August
last year. As a person who has been working on this issue, I feel that today’s lecture came at a
great time and will be wonderful. As introduced by Prof. Inoguchi earlier, the WFP, which
today’s speaker Ms. Horner directs, is a UN agency established in 1961 to aid in urgent food
crises in disaster-stricken countries and countries suffering from food shortages. Anna Horner
obtained her master’s degrees from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. As
Iintroduced earlier, we are looking forward to learning how we contribute to aid those heavily
affected by COVID-19. Please welcome Ms. Horner.

Anna Horner (Director of Nutrition Division, WFP):

Thank you so much. Good evening from Rome. It is an honor to address such a
distinguished audience today. As you already know, my name is Anna Horner, and I am the
officer in charge of the nutrition division at the Headquarters at the UN World Food
Programme. Before we start, I would like to thank Japan Results and WFP Japan Office for
the opportunity to talk about this vital subject. Could you show me the first slide? Thank you

very much.

Today I would like to talk about the current state of nutrition worldwide, especially
in vulnerable countries. I would also like to discuss what WFP is doing in this area and how
2021 is a crucial year of nutritional action. I would also like to talk about the funding needs
raised by COVID-19. In particular, some situations are greatly affected by the corona. Before
COVID-19, the concern regarding achieving the SDG goal of zero hunger and eradicating all
forms of malnutrition was unsuccessful. According to the previous findings, 810 million
people will face hunger in 2020, an increase of 15% compared to 2019. This means that 1 in
10 people go to bed hungry every day. Half of them are Asians, and one-third are Africans.
Hunger is increasing in Africa, and the increase is doubling. If this situation continues, 660
million people will face hunger in 2030. Meanwhile, 140 million new people can no longer

have a healthy diet and the right amount of nutrients due to the COVID-19 pandemic. That's

27



more than 3 billion in 2019. This means that one in three people will not have access to

adequate nutrition. Next slide, please.

As I said, people who live in vulnerable and conflict-stricken areas are unjustly
affected by hunger and malnutrition. They must live with various problems, including war,
political instability, weak governance, and climate change. In these places, the food system
becomes dysfunctional and unable to provide adequate food and a healthy diet. Reasons for
this include disruption of markets, fluctuations in food prices, low agricultural productivity,
and reduced household purchasing power. Currently, 60% of the world's hungry population
lives in conflict areas. Most stunted children in the world are in vulnerable situations. To
realize that no one is left behind, the international community needs to meet the needs of
vulnerable people in complex situations. To do so, we must pursue partnerships that
transcend the fields of humanity, development, and peace. This is especially important
because vulnerable people will increase from 1.8 billion to 2.3 billion by 2030. Next slide,

please.

To summarize the world situation regarding nutrition, we can see various problems
in achieving nutritional goals. For example, a cross-cutting approach is needed to address
malnutrition—health, food, education, agriculture, water, sanitation, and social protection. In
addition, nutrition problems cannot be solved without partnerships between multiple
stakeholders, including the public and private sectors. Malnutrition is also the cause and
consequence of conflict. Studies have shown a high correlation between child mortality,
malnutrition, poverty, and conflict risk. We also know that climate change has a severe
negative impact on children's nutritional levels. In addition, this nutritional problem suffers
from a chronic shortage of funds. Despite high returns, budgets are less than 1% of ODA in
underfunded areas, with investment in nutrition expected to return between $ 4 and $ 35 per

$ 1 investment. Next slide, please.

Now, I would like to introduce the activities of the WFP. Responding to the needs of
vulnerable people in vulnerable situations is of paramount importance to the WFP. As the
world's largest humanitarian organization, we work in 84 countries to protect those trying to
recover from the effects of food and nutrition, conflict and natural disasters, and climate

change. Next slide, please.

Specifically, on nutrition, the WFP is working on this issue in various forms in 74

countries. For example, nutrition-specific programs and nutrition-sensitive programs. These
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are complementary and are equally essential efforts in advancing nutrition worldwide.
Nutrition-specific programs look at the direct causes of malnutrition, such as proper food,
nutrition, diet, long-term care, childcare, and children. In 2020, WFP provided a record 17.3
million people with nutrition-specific programs. Eighty-five percent of them took place in
countries facing humanitarian crises. Over 9 million people, especially women and children,
have received acute malnutrition treatment programs. In addition, more than 8 million people,
including 5.8 million vulnerable children, were treated for acute malnutrition, stunting, and

micronutrient deficiency control disorders. Next slide, please.

At the same time, we are tackling issues such as poverty and lack of access to essential
services in nutrition-sensitive programs that focus on the causes of malnutrition. This is done
in cooperation with the government to support national efforts. Nutrition-sensitive programs
integrate nutritional goals in various areas, such as agriculture, social insurance, safety nets,
education, health, and medical care. Here are some examples. In 2020, by assisting 50
countries, we decided to add new social protection measures to existing ones and deploy them.
In relation to COVID-19, the school was closed, so we improved our school lunch program to
provide 7 million takeaway meals. The WFP is also increasing cooperation with smallholders
in 40 countries. For example, we provided the skills, knowledge, and funding to produce
affordable nutritional foods. We are also working to strengthen nutrition, providing fortified
staple foods in more than 40 countries. Furthermore, to disseminate knowledge and improve
behavior, we are collaborating with communities in 48 countries to achieve long-term and
sustainable impact. For example, dietary diversity, nutritional improvement, and childcare are
approaches to social behavior change. In 2020, we provided this service to 51 million people,
increasing 264% over the previous year. In addition, policymakers assess how food, social
protection, health care, and education systems can impact and contribute to nutritional
improvement. This is a report called “Fill the Nutrient Gap,” and we are doing this analysis

in 36 countries. Next slide, please.

I would like to introduce examples from several countries so that you can understand
the breadth and scale of the programs offered by the WFP. In Bangladesh, we have launched
a sales service site and are providing services at Cocks Bazaar, the world's largest refugee camp.
In Ghana, in cooperation with the Ajinomoto Foundation and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan, we provide “KOKO Plus,” a supplement for babies aged 6 to 23 months. By utilizing
this, health services will be used, the quality and diversity of eating habits will be improved,
and visits to health clinics will be encouraged. Finally, in the case of Ethiopia, there is a

production food voucher program. Twenty-seven thousand households can receive electronic

29



vouchers and buy fruits, vegetables, and eggs, which leads to improved dietary diversity. Next

slide, please.

We are working on these things as a nutrition field at WFP, but at the same time, |
would like to talk about the fact that partnership is also significant. We must recognize the
importance of partnerships in the face of unprecedented challenges. In particular, it is
essential to achieve SDGs Goal 2, for example, for multi-stakeholders who improve nutritional
problems, the SUN (Scaling Up Nutrition) movement, and IFNA, which Japan jointly
cooperates with. There is also the Africa Initiative. Cooperation with the government is
essential, but at the same time, it is vital to work with UN agencies, NGOs, civil society,
university research institutes, as well as local farmers, producers, retailers, and communities.
The WFP also plays an essential role in encouraging public-private partners to participate in
the fight against malnutrition. For example, a platform called SUN Business Network has been
mobilizing the private sector for 27 years. There are more than 1000 members among them,
and Japanese companies such as Ajinomoto and House Foods are also included. Next slide,

please.

This year is positioned as a year of nutritional action. Within this year, the
international community must consider the problems of hunger and malnutrition and proceed
with system reforms to create a world free of nutrition. In particular, the Tokyo Nutrition for
Growth Summit, which the Government of Japan will host in December 2021, is important in
encouraging concrete pledges regarding financial policy programs and addressing the
nutrition issues mentioned above. It plays a key role. The summit is a combination of various
sectors from health to food. The challenges are to prioritize conflicts and vulnerable situations
to continue valuable businesses and propose sustainable nutrition solutions for the planet and
health. It means further increasing the number of funds and realizing the SMART

commitment in the future. Next slide, please.

Before the COVID-19 disaster, the World Bank has confirmed a $ 7 billion annual
funding gap and that there is not enough funding to reach global nutrition goals by 2025.
The growing need for the budget is due to the ever-increasing hunger and malnutrition caused
by COVID-19. The need for the WFP's nutrition programs will grow after 2022, and the
demand for funding will increase accordingly. The WFP will need $ 1.6 billion in 2022. This
will enable nutrition-specific programs to help 24 million people with even poorer nutrition.
We recognize that the WFP will need $ 7 billion over four years to do this. We have to achieve

this scale. Next slide, please.
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For government partnerships, the WFP is very helpful in achieving these goals. In
particular, the Government of Japan has become her most generous and vital partner for the
WFP. The WFP and the Government of Japan will continue for another four years as Japan
increases its commitment to nutrition issues, as evidenced by the enormous needs around the
world and the example of the Year of Nutritional Action. We must strengthen our partnerships
and show sustainable impact to the world. For the WFP to expand its reach and activities, it
is necessary to integrate treatment and prevention for undernourishment and nutritional
measures across sectors, especially for private sector involvement. It means sex. For example,
the private sector must utilize its expertise in improving agricultural productivity, retailing

and digital technology. Please see the last slide.

Before asking questions, I would like to emphasize how important nutrition is in
saving lives, nurturing human capital, protecting people's health, and increasing productivity.
By working together, we must provide life-saving nutritional support to those in need and
create better nutritional status in the long run. Despite all the challenges, this year is an
important year for the N4G Summit, and we believe it will be a new way to reach our global
nutrition goals and SDGs in collaboration with us. If you have any questions, I would like to

answer them. Thank you very much.

Suzuki, Yasuhiro (the Vice-president of International University of Health and Welfare)

Thank you for the beautiful presentation, Ms. Horner. Having served in the
government for 36 years, your presentation gave me a clear understanding of what is essential
in solving nutritional problems around the world. There are two things that I would like to

comment on regarding nutrition.

First, following the war, Japan faced a time of extreme nutritional deficiency, which
Japan overcame with some support efforts. Japan was saved from postwar nutritional
deficiencies with the support and assistance of many countries, including the United States.
Mr. Nakamura, chairman of the Japan Dietetic Association, who is here today, created a
national qualification as a dietitian, steadily improved the nutrition of children’s lunches in
schools, and conducted a nutritional survey to create a food composition table and a
nutritional database. I think that through these two experiences, involving both outside
support and development through our efforts, we were able to become one of the longest

living populations in the world.
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Secondly, Japan has its own food culture. As mentioned earlier by Ms. Horner, there
are countries where iodine must be added to salt due to a lack of iodine. Although, since the
ocean surrounds Japan, marine products are so readily available that there is no need to add
iodine. Although it may be due to my old education, teachers used to teach something called
the NI-HON-SAN study. This involves Japanese people living in Japan, Honolulu, and San
Francisco (NIppon, HONolulu, SAN francisco) and showed how westernized eating habits
were in Japanese living in San Francisco. This showed that many health conditions such as
over-nutrition were linked with hyperlipidemic diets and how superior a diet centered around
fish and rice was. Next, [ would like to switch to a Q&A time, but because some people may
refrain from asking questions at such short notice, I would like to use my privilege as the
moderator to ask the first question. Ms. Horner, over the last few years, we have faced
challenges such as COVID-19 and global warming, during which the WFP won the 2020
Nobel Peace Prize. Can you share with us what kind of an influence the surrounding

environment had on the activities of the WFP?

Anna Horner (Director of Nutrition Division, WFP):

As I said, WFP is the largest organization globally and is in the most important
situation. I think these problems can be very multifaceted. There are also issues caused by
COVID-19, climate change issues, conflict issues, man-made disasters, and even natural
disaster issues. I must say that there are different levels. Of course, that was the case, and as |
mentioned in the presentation, there were COVID-19 problems and other emergencies last
year. This means that needs will increase due to various shocks. This climate change and the
fact that COVID-19 is a global entity will lead to growing global needs. Therefore, needs are
increasing in such a situation. There is also the issue of how we will respond.

In addition, there are some corona-related conflicts, and even in such a situation, we
have to think about countermeasures. It comes at a cost, and the people who are actually
affected are at the expense. I think it can be said that the issue is how to deal with it. We have
to think about interventions for various kinds of activities while providing services. Since there
are various people, we must think about how to provide nutrition to children, for example.
And 1 want to influence both the ability to deal with various problems, the needs, and

countermeasures.
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Suzuki, Yasuhiro (the Vice-president of International University of Health and Welfare)

Thank you very much. As you said, the impact of COVID-19 in particular greatly
affected not only the need for nutritional support but also how the food could be delivered.
Now, does anyone have any questions or opinions they would like to share? If not, if I may I

would like to ask another question.
The double burden, consisting of over-nutrition and undernutrition differs
substantially between urban and rural areas. There is also the issue of the wage gap in addition

to the double burden. How does the WFP plan to resolve such issues in vulnerable countries?

Anna Horner (Director of Nutrition Division, WFP):

Thank you for your very interesting question. The WFP is working on this double
burden issue. Even within the same country, community, and home, there are problems of
undernourishment and overnutrition. It may also be a triple burden. The problem is the lack
of micronutrition. This is an important issue for the WFP. For countries with various vital
statistics, in these situations, for example, the problem of undernourishment has not been
fully recovered, and on the other hand, there is also the problem of food security. Furthermore,
the problem of obesity is arising due to overnutrition. Since the program must be applied in
various fields, I think it is important for us to apply it not only at the national level but also in
a concrete context. As you said, there are differences between rural and urban areas. First of
all, I must say that this double burden problem exists in urban areas. The problem of
urbanization is behind it. For example, many people have long working hours who are
dependent on processed foods.

While undernourishment exists in such situations, overnutrition, such as obesity,
may exist as well. WFP is committed to addressing the problem of obesity and helping
undernourishment by improving the programs we offer. There is also the problem of the
transformation of social behavior. This is also important. To deal with nutritional problems,
we must look at the food landscape in each country. And we have to design the introduction
of a healthy diet. We also have to transform our culture so that we can provide the right food
to our children. In that sense, I would like to mention that each country must deal with this

double burden problem in a different way.
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Suzuki, Yasuhiro (the Vice-president of International University of Health and Welfare):

Thank you very much. Oftentimes, when nutritional support is discussed, we tend
to only think about delivering food and goods to malnourished people. Although, in reality,
major nations also must deal with situations of overnutrition and undernutrition, also called
the double burden, and I was able to hear an explanation of this from Ms. Horner. Now, since
there are translators in Japanese, is there anybody willing to ask a question in Japanese? Then
I would like to nominate Mr. Takei, an international health and welfare negotiator for the

Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare. I will pass the microphone on to you now.

Mr. Takei (International health and welfare negotiator for the Ministry of Health, Labor, and
Welfare):

Anna Horner, thank you for your comprehensive and very easy-to-understand
explanation today. [ would like to ask you two questions. The first question is on collaboration
between multiple institutions. As you mentioned in today's lecture, I think you talked about
the importance of cooperation between a wide variety of institutions, including the nutrition
sector, healthcare sector, agriculture sector, and education. I think that there is an economic
aspect such as cost-effectiveness and a synergistic effect that exerts the power of each
institution together. I would like to know if you have any specific and concrete efforts or

collaborations with multiple institutions.

Secondly, regarding the Tokyo Nutrition Summit. The main theme this year is nutrition and
UHC. Especially for UHC, while paying attention to the health system, we share the
importance of the development of human resources--a characteristic of Japan--and nutritional
measures in the community. In today's lecture, I was very impressed with the fact that it is
human capital, so from a medium- to long-term perspective, strengthening nutritional
measures, and finally the diversity of SDGs. We would be grateful if you could share your

opinion on health systems and UHC.

Anna Horner (Director of Nutrition Division, WFP):

Thank you for your questions. Thank you for your very nice comment. First of all, it
is a multi-institutional collaboration, but I talked about it in the presentation, and I think you

all know it well. Nutritional issues can be very multidisciplinary and cross-cutting. And to deal
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with it appropriately, multi-institutional collaboration is necessary.

Even in the field of nutrition, and in the field of health, for example, it may not be enough to
solve problems all over the world. Therefore, as you said, multi-institutional collaboration
must provide cross-cutting cooperation in various fields such as nutrition, agriculture, and
social protection, education, water, and sanitation. For example, a nutrition-friendly program
is one of them. It will lead to economic effects, synergies, and various efficiencies. When
approaching the community, these programs can be a point of introduction. I would like to
introduce some examples, but first, I would like to give school lunches using locally produced
ingredients as an example. The WFP is promoting this field as a typical example of multi-
institutional collaboration. Although providing school lunches with locally produced
ingredients is part of the educational department, in various countries around the world,
especially in this populous country, the future of each country, the young people who are the
future people will understand nutritional problems. After doing so, we will be aware of what
kind of nutrition we need, and we will create the future by providing nutritional information.
At that stage, we will utilize these platforms to provide school lunch programs, including the
government. At the same time, it is very important to deliver a message to these audiences,

especially teens.

The other is a social protection program, which is carried out in various forms at
various levels around the world and is supported by the WFP. I introduced this point as if it
was done through the government. We support this through the local government in each
country, but it is important to be fully aware of the nutritional level of the inhabitants. And
it's also important to know where the most vulnerable people are. With that in mind, it's also
important to know what kind of food to provide when improving access channels and
providing services. I talked about the Ajinomoto Foundation, which is also one of the safety
and nutritional support programs. And there are also programs such as voucher programs and
cash benefits. So, of course, you have to get involved at the individual level as well. It means
that such a multi-institutional cross-cutting approach is needed. This allows us to take
advantage of it, especially in the various programs that the WFP is deploying. Regarding
human resources, as [ emphasized in the presentation, it is essential to improve human capital

and secure financial resources to solve nutritional problems.

As a very important factor, I think the Nutrition for Growth Summit will focus
specifically on the universal health system. We are already discussing this point, and the WFP
recognizes that it is important to cooperate with various issues. It is important to realize

universal health care, and for that purpose, it is also necessary to think about how to provide
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nutrition, for example, and to measure the growth status of the people. In that sense, it is
important to utilize the home as a channel and solve nutritional problems. At the same time,

we will develop healthcare. We recognize that these areas must be prioritized.

Sugita, Miyu (Results Japan):

Thank you very much for your answer. Next, [ would like to nominate Mr. Masahiro
Tada, Chief of the Emergency and Humanitarian Assistance Division, from the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs.

Masahiro Tada (Chief of the Emergency and Humanitarian Assistance Division, Ministry of

Foreign Affairs):

Hello, my name is Masahiro Tada and I am in charge of humanitarian assistance
including WFP at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I would like to ask a question in Japanese.
Thank you for your presentation. I think that humanitarian and development collaboration
will be essential in dealing with this problem. I think that short-term humanitarian assistance
and medium- to long-term development assistance are very important points. I think that the
WEFP usually deals with this problem, but I would like to know what kind of problems you are

facing in advancing this, especially due to the spread of COVID-19. Thank you.

Anna Horner (Director of Nutrition Division, WFP):

Thank you very much. I think it's a very interesting question. I mentioned in the
presentation that humanitarian and development collaboration is very important. I think this
is very important from the perspective of peace and conflict. Both humanitarian and
development efforts are important, but we have to make adjustments. However, there is no
clear distinction between the two, and they are not development-only or humanitarian-only
but are continuous. Since we will respond to various stages, what kind of response is necessary
depends on the situation. It also involves local acceptance and access issues. We believe that
both issues must exist as to what kind of impact interventions can be made. And while there
are areas of humanitarian and development, they are vulnerable to various shocks. Corona is
one of them, so it is not limited to one country. We must consider how such shocks affect
nutritional issues and food security. Regarding this, we must take the perspective that various
needs coexist and think about what is best in each context. For that purpose, we have to

analyze the situation using data and think about how to develop it in real-time, so I think it is
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a very non-linear situation.

Also, various shocks may coexist. For example, there are conflicts and the resulting
problems of refugees and corona in refugee life. One direction alone can lead to the same
people in these forms: social problems of poverty, lack of services, and the absence of social
protection programs. It will be unthinkable. To that end, we must consider intervening while
thinking in detail. As you said, we must consider not only the humanitarian aspect but also
the conflict aspect, the issue of peace, for example. I think this is a theme to be discussed again.
We also hope to host side events to discuss resilience and these issues from a humanitarian

and development perspective.

Sugita, Miyu (Results Japan):

Thank you very much. If there are no more questions, I would like to ask Mr. Ezoe,
Deputy Director of the International Health Policy Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

to report on the progress of the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth Summit. Thank you.

Mr. Ezoe (Deputy Director of the International Health Policy Office of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs):

Hello, my name is Ezoe, and I am in charge of nutrition and health at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. Ms. Horner, I will share the current progress of the Tokyo Nutrition for

Growth Summit in Japanese. I would like to report 5 points.

First of all, regarding the schedule, as Minister Mogi announced in June, we will
announce that it will be held in Tokyo for two days, on December 7th and 8th. Based on this,
we have also adjusted the invitations, including the list, etc., and will soon be able to ship them

through diplomatic exchange missions abroad.

The second point is the meeting format. While the format has not been finalized yet,
I would like to keep an eye on the current COVID-19 situation, and the format of similar
events. As of this moment, we plan to make the format both online and hybrid. We would like
to finalize the decision as soon as possible, consulting with the related parliamentary

specialists and related ministries and agencies.

Thirdly, the summit program is planned to be divided into two sections. The first is
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a high-level pledge session and the second is a technical panel discussion. I am thinking in
terms of department composition. I would like to make arrangements so that the Prime
Minister can also attend and make a speech. The contents of the session and the speakers, as
introduced by Secretary-General Imai at the beginning, are based on the five themes: health,
food, resilience, accountability, and finance. Regarding the outcome document, we are
thinking of making it in the form of a declaration and a summary of commitments. For
commitments, we would like to be able to receive a wide range of commitments from each
country, each institution, each organization. To receive high-quality commitments from
developing countries or so-called supported countries, we have started setting up a working
group for the purpose of each local donor country and international organization to support

the receiving government and make a commitment.

Fourthly, as stated before regarding the side events for the Summit, I authorize it to
happen outside of the period, preferably a little earlier. Recently, the outline of the side event
was posted on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs website, but the specific application method is
still in the final stages of adjustment, and we believe that it will be posted on the website as

soon as possible by the end of this month.

Finally, regarding the relationship with the United Nations Food Systems Summit, in
September, as mentioned earlier, the United Nations Food Systems Summit will be held in
New York. Regarding the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth Summit, by taking over the results of
the Food System Summit, we are cooperating between the two secretariats so that there is no
overlap, to solve the problems of nutrition improvement in the world. By all means, I would
like to increase connections. We would like to take over and proceed with preparations firmly,
so we ask for the guidance and cooperation of related specialists, related organizations,

ministries, and agencies.

Sugita, Miyu (Results Japan):

Thank you to Dr. Suzuki and Ms. Horner. Next, I would like to ask Mr. Hiromi
Mitsubayashi of the Parliamentary Assembly for International Maternal and Child Nutrition

to give a greeting. Thank you, Mr. Mitsubayashi.

Hiromi Mitsubayashi (State Minister for Healthcare Policy in Cabinet Office and Parliamentary

Group for International Maternal and Child Nutrition):
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Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I am Hiromi Mitsubayashi, a member of the
House of Representatives. Right now, I am the State Minister for Health Care Strategy of the
Cabinet Office. Thank you for this opportunity today. Dr. Yasuhiro Suzuki, who was the
moderator today, has been at the forefront of the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare for
many years as a medical technician of the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare. What
interests me is the protection of the health of economically disadvantaged people. The other
day, I read an article contributed to the newspaper by moderator Yasuhiro Suzuki on the
protection of the health of vulnerable people, and it is stated that the Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare has been working with these things in mind. I believe it is very important

that these policies be inherited within the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare in the future.

Regarding WFP's efforts, it is important to note that 20,000 people are providing
international and humanitarian assistance, and as the Deputy Minister of Health and Medical
Strategy, I have now built three pillars based on a health care strategy we have been working
on that has been put in place to work for the next 5 years since 2020. One is to solidify AMED's
research system, the second is to foster new industries, and thirdly the Asian and Africa Health
Initiative. And in this African health plan, Japan will firmly support infectious disease
control and malnutrition, and this initiative is now being carried out as the second health care
plan from 2020 to 2024.

By all means, in this year of 2021, to save children who are malnourished worldwide,
and also with the guidance of the Cabinet Office from everyone who is gathering today, I
would like to firmly support the nutrition summit held at the end of the year. Thank you for

giving me this opportunity to speak today.

Sugita, Miyu (Results Japan):

Thank you, Mr. Matsubayashi. Lastly, I invite Mr. Yokoyama, Shinichi, State

Minister for Reconstruction.

Yokoyama, Shinichi (State Minister for Reconstruction):

Good morning everyone. My name is Shinichi Yokoyama, State Minister for
Reconstruction and Member of the House of Councilors. Today, I also thank you and was
greatly enlightened by Ms. Anna Horner's keynote speech. Thank you very much. much to Dr.
Suzuki for working as a moderator. I would also like to thank all the attendees. This year marks

the 10th anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake. We must not forget that today's
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reconstruction is made possible with the support of many countries. In particular, although it
is a little-known fact, many countries have donated to Japan after the earthquake. In fact,
among African countries, 31 countries have contributed donations. This is more than Asian
countries, and as Ms. Horner said, in the situation where hunger in Africa has doubled, I think
that we must never forget that we received a lot of support in the form of donations for the
earthquake from Africa. [ also think that it is our duty to give back to those countries. In that
sense, we believe that Japan's efforts to contribute to such nutritional improvement are
extremely important.

In addition, the reconstruction from the earthquake has revealed various things over the last
10 years. One of them is that mental problems are chained. At the time of the earthquake,
teenage children, just junior high school and high school adolescents, did not actually receive
sufficient mental health care. Although it is difficult to say the extent of the treatment, it is
said that it was at least less than the support given to elementary school students and infants.
Ten years later, some of these children are now part of the parenting generation. It has become
clear that the children who were teenagers at the time of the earthquake, who became the
parenting generation, have a large number of divorces and face various issues regarding
parenting. In that sense, the importance of care for teenage children is becoming clear through
the earthquake, and problems will continue throughout adulthood if sufficient actions are not
taken. The importance of eating is not just about satisfying hunger, but also about providing
the power to live, deepening your family love by eating together, and also as stated in the
previous lecture, you can also learn to "eat" by the supply chain behind food, the structure of
society, and so on. In that sense, I think that eating is not just about satisfying hunger, but
about giving various powers. In that sense, [ am reminded that this improvement in nutrition

is very important even after the earthquake.
In terms of the success of the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth Summit in December and
the return of our gratitude in the future, we are determined to work on improving nutrition.

Thank you very much for giving me such an opportunity today. Thank you for your guidance.

Sugita, Miyu (Results Japan):

Thank you, Mr. Yokoyama.
We also thank Mr. Jun Matsumoto, MP, who kindly sent a congratulation message for our
seminar. Thank you. Now we would like to conclude the 4th Nutrition Awakening Seminar.

Please give a round of applause to Ms. Anna Horner and Dr. Suzuki.

The End
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2019
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hunger in 2020 people could not afford a
healthy diet

00000000
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due to the COVID-19
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impairments

MaIHUtrltlon 13.6 million more will become wasted with an
elevated risk of death
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By 2030, the number of people living in fragile
settings is projected to increase

60% of the world’s
hungry people live in
conflict zones

IHI" Sr—— most the world'’s
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in fragile settings

Challenges to meet global
nutrition targets

Addressing malnutrition requires multi-sectoral, multistakeholder approaches

Malnutrition is both a cause and a consequence of conflict

Climate can have a profound impact on child nutrition

Nutrition is chronically underfunded, with less than 1% of ODA going to nutrition
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USD 1.6 billion RVEDHVA I

required by WFP in 2022 total need over the
next 4 years

How the Government of Japan can
partner and support

Nutrition-specific programmes Nutrition-sensitive programmes
Prevention and Treatment of Mainstreaming Nutrition Across
Malnutrition Sectors

1 1

1 I

1 1
USD 80 million/year USD 70 million/year

needed over the next four years needed over the next four years

USD 600 million in total
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